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Board of Directors Meeting     DRAFT  

Friday, June 9, 2012 
10am - 3pm 

Tulare Ag Commissioner's Auditorium 
4437 S. Laspina 
Tulare CA 93274 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
 
I. Convene Meeting and Introductory Remarks      

 
The meeting of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley (Partnership) was 
called to order at 10:07 am by Deputy Chair Diana Dooley who welcomed Partnership Board 
members and guests and initiated introductions around the table. Board members present 
included James Aleru, Scott Carney (representing Secretary Matthew Cate, CDCR), Judy 
Case, Dee Dee D’Adamo, Pat Gordon, Dave Long, Luisa Medina, Kurt Schuparra 
(representing Secretary Morgenstern, LWD), Ray Watson and Pete Weber. 
 
II. Recognition of Sponsors        
 
Members of the audience introduced themselves and the Chair thanked the sponsors of the 
Board meeting, Tulare County Ag Commissioner, Marilyn Kinoshita and the Tulare County 
Association of Governments.   
 
III. Public and Board Comment        
 
Ms. D’Adamo reported that she and other members of the California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) are available to address questions and concerns regarding SB 375 targets.   
 
IV. Review and Approval of Minutes        
 
In the absence of comments or objections, the minutes were approved as provided. 
 
V.  Board Appointments Update      
 
Secretary Dooley reported the Governor’s appointments office continues to work on 
confirming the pending Board appointments. 
 
VI.  State Economic Summit Update        
 
Mr. Weber provided a review of the California State Economic Summit1 and recommended 
Board members review the Action Plan available online.2  Mr. Weber noted that the 
California Public Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) is considering making 
infrastructure investments in support of access to capital.  Ms. Goldsmith extended her 

                                                 
1 http://www.caeconomy.org/ 
2 http://www.caeconomy.org/blog/entry/summit-action-plan-released-the-work-continues 
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thanks to Mr. Weber for the effort and energy he invested in the Economic Summit.  Without 
the Partnership, and Mr. Weber’s leadership in this initiative, many of the Valley issues 
would have been drowned out by the Bay Area and Los Angeles basin constituencies.   
 
VII.  CalFresh Presentation and Discussion   

Mr. Dennis Stewart, Regional Director, Food Stamp Program, USDA Western Region 
(USDA), and Ms. Linda Patterson, Chief CalFresh Branch, California Department of Social 
Services (CDSS) provided a joint presentation on the CalFresh program, formerly known as 
Food Stamps and federally known as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP)3. The program issues monthly electronic benefits that can be used to buy most 
foods at many markets and food stores, helping to improve the health and well-being of 
qualified households and individuals by providing them a means to meet their nutritional 
needs. 

Mr. Stewart spoke of the economic benefit of the CalFresh program in the San Joaquin 
Valley, noting that “…for every federal dollar spent on CalFresh expenditures, $1.84 in 
economic activity is generated. Increased participation benefits both recipients of the benefit 
dollars and the local economy…”  Mr. Stewart outlined numerous additional benefits of the 
CalFresh program including the generation of incremental economic activity, increased tax 
revenues, stimulation of local and regional agriculture and lowered costs.  Mr. Stewart 
concluded his presentation with an explanation of the success of the Fresno Bridge 
Academy Demonstration Project4. 

Ms. Patterson provided an overview of the CalFresh program and the significant program 
changes to increase access to the CalFresh Program for our neediest families.   Ms. 
Patterson announced that CDSS is in the process of implementing a CalFresh ReFresh 
Modernization Initiative, based on suggestions from advocates, counties, and the County 
Welfare Directors Association.  The CalFresh program is being modernized by planning for 
additional program simplifications and removal of access barriers, reducing administrative 
complexity, providing stronger support for nutritious food choices and nutrition education, 
and greater encouragement of other program innovations.  

Ms. Patterson concluded her presentation with the comment, “I want to thank all the 
agencies that work together to provide CalFresh benefits to the most vulnerable children, 
seniors and adults in our state. It is through your efforts that these households are able to 
have greater access to healthy food during these harsh economic times”. 

At the conclusion, Mr. Stewart and Ms. Patterson invited members of the panel and 
interested parties in the audience to join them in a separate discussion of key elements of 
the CalFresh ReFresh initiatives. 

Deputy Chair Dooley observed that the State level streamlining effort is being recognized.  
The fraud and investigative processes did not have a cost-benefit relationship so things like 
fingerprinting were abandoned, the agencies are taking an attitude of maintaining integrity 
and ensuring funds are used for the purpose intended.   
 

                                                 
3 http://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/rules/Legislation/about.htm 
4 http://www.scribd.com/doc/6356388/The-Bridge-Academy-Sept-2008 
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Ms. Phyllis Grupe spoke of the Community Partnership for Families of San Joaquin5 
(CPFSJ) which, since 1998, has partnered with neighborhood groups, faith-based 
organizations, schools, businesses, and public and private health agencies to improve the 
quality of life of families by working to end the vicious cycle of generational poverty that has 
plagued San Joaquin County.  CPFSJ works closely with the Department of Health and 
Human Services and food sources in the San Joaquin Valley and has a new opportunity to 
get food stamp information out to the community6 in an integrated services endeavor funded 
by Kaiser Permanente.   
 
Deputy Chair Dooley noted that Secretary Karen Ross, California Department of Food and 
Agriculture (CDFA) has made food access a priority of hers, especially to low income 
communities, stating that benefits to the state are so numerous it is a no-brainer to increase 
participation in  CalFresh.  Secretary Ross is notably encouraged by the successes in the 
San Joaquin Valley, particularly given the most successful ones driven from within the 
community.   
 
The CDFA is working on a California Healthy Food Financing Initiative to increase food 
access throughout the state (AB5817).  This bill creates, until January 1, 2015, the California 
Healthy Food Financing Initiative which states, in part, “Access to healthy food items is a 
basic human right,” and aims to eliminate food deserts.  AB 581 has the potential to bring 
more grocery stores and farmers markets to cities and rural areas and can potentially 
provide start-up funding to fresh food vendors. An increase in locally-owned food 
businesses and living-wage jobs will alleviate the disparities of access to healthy food.   
 
Ms. Medina commended Secretaries Ross and Dooley for their efforts to break the barriers, 
noting this is a very humane thing to do and will result in increased applications, especially 
for rural populations.   

Mr. Weber interjected that this is a good jumping-off point for the breakout discussion 
requested by Mr. Stewart and Ms. Patterson to work on action plans to address some of the 
issues that have been highlighted in this presentation  

1. Stimulating the Valley economy through full utilization of CalFresh (or preventing 
losses if there are Congressional cuts). 

2. Increasing the linkage between CalFresh and the Valley agricultural value chain. 
3. Reduction of administrative costs. 
4. Expanded programs to move people to self-reliance. 
5. Pilot projects to enhance the health outcomes of CalFresh. 

At this time, the presenters and interested parties adjourned to a separate meeting room to 
conduct their discussion. 

VIII.  County Panel     
 
Short Haul Rail Update 
Supervisor Allen Ishida provided an update on the Short Line Rail in Tulare County and the 
potential for a short line rail as System in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Tulare County 
Association of Governments (TCAG) is currently focused on two key issues:  Right of Way 

                                                 
5 http://www.cpfsj.org/index.html 
6 http://www.sjcphs.org/assets/News%20Release%2072%20Store%20Improvement%2011_3_11.pdf 
7 http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0551-0600/ab_581_bill_20110711_amended_sen_v97.html 
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Preservation and Track Upgrade.  Characterized as Effort One, TCAG is focusing on 
negotiation with UP to buy the land then lease it to the SVRR as operator and preservation 
of ROW: Rails to Trails, Bicycle Paths, Pedestrian walkways future passenger rail and rail 
services.  Effort Two for TCAG is Track Upgrade which is anticipated in phases.   
 
An Education and Transportation Partnership: the COS Transit Pass 
Ms. Christine Chavez provided a review of the Tulare County College Transit Study,8 which 
was designed to analyze existing transit service to and from college campuses; evaluate the 
trial student pass program, plan for transit to College of the Sequoias Tulare Campus and 
review the potential for programs at Reedley and Porterville Colleges.   
 
In January 2012, the trial student pass program was declared a great success and 
subsequent developments include Porterville and Reedley considering similar programs and 
the development of a Tulare Campus Transit Center to implement new TIME (Route 7) and 
TCAT) (Route 40) service to Tulare Campus in January 2013.9 
 
Marijuana Efforts in Tulare County 
Captain Mike “Hopper” Boudreaux, Investigations, Tulare County Sheriff’s Department 
presented an overview of the impact of medical marijuana on the health, safety and law 
enforcement efforts in Tulare County.   

Noting a rise in marijuana cultivation on the valley floor and a noticeable drop in cultivation 
in the hills and mountainous areas, Captain Boudreaux cited the loosely written law, the 
ease of cultivation under the guise of medicinal marijuana, and available water sources in 
the valley. 

Grow sites in back yards or within agricultural crops are not new to the Marijuana 
Suppression Team, but the scale of the grow sites and the loopholes these drug cartels are 
using are on the rise. The Marijuana Suppression Team has begun to track grow sites and 
medical referrals being used within the county. Following the paper trails found at the grow 
sites has led to multiple arrests and to other grow sites allowing detectives to connect cases. 
In conclusion Captain Hopper noted the health-related impacts of marijuana use; 3-4 
Cannabis cigarettes a day are associated with the same evidence of acute and chronic 
bronchitis and the same degree of damage to the bronchial mucosa as 20 or more tobacco 
cigarettes a day. In addition, smoked marijuana damages the brain, heart, lungs, and 
immune system. It impairs learning and interferes with memory, perception, and judgment. 
Smoked marijuana contains cancer-causing compounds and has been implicated in a high 
percentage of automobile crashes and workplace accidents. 

IX.  Valley Legacy Update     
 
Dr. Marcy Masumoto provided the final review of the Valley Legacy grant with a detailed 
presentation of the history, activities, lessons learned and the overall successes of the grant. 
 
Mr. Schuparra commended Dr. Masumoto and the Valley Legacy efforts, noting that the 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development is currently doing road trips around the 
state to find out about programs like this.  Mr. Schuparra noted a concerted push by the 
current Administration to do major realignment to bring fiscal decision making to a more 

                                                 
8 To find a copy of the Tulare County Community College Transit Study, visit TulareCOG.org 
9 For more details on Tulare County transit services visit GoTulareCounty.com 
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local level and noted the ongoing concern about schools abandoning career technical 
education even though not all students are appropriately college-bound.   
 
X.  Statewide Water Initiative    
 
Mr. Green provided an update on the Statewide Water Initiative10.  Mr. Watson reflected that 
often he hears people comment that they “…don’t know much about water…” and he can 
confirm this.  Survey data regarding the California Water Bond initiative shows that 70% of 
Californians don’t know where their water comes from.  Mr. Watson provided a review of the 
Partnership’s involvement with water issues dating all the way back to the original Strategic 
Action Proposal (SAP) work plan through the development of Integrated Regional Water 
Management Plans (IRWMPs) and to major levee enhancements in the Delta.   
 
 
XI.  Smart Valley Places: Tulare County Update     
 
Mr. Kielty, Building and Planning Director for the City of Tulare, provided an update on the 
groundbreaking efforts of the City and citizens to plan for a new type of development that 
will create walkable, bikeable, neighborhoods with easy access to bus service. The Tulare 
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Plan provides direction on how the City can encourage 
transit-friendly land uses to make it easier for residents to walk or bike to meet some of their 
daily needs. The City of Tulare is a member of the Smart Valley Places partnership, a 
consortium of cities, government agencies, and non-government organizations throughout 
the San Joaquin Valley. In 2010, the Smart Valley Places partnership received a $4 million 
grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to implement 
smart growth goals at the local level. The City of Tulare used its portion of the grant funding 
to prepare this TOD Plan.  The plan is available online at: 
http://www.ci.tulare.ca.us/pdfs/departments/planning/TularTOD_PublicReview_072612_redu
ced.pdf   
 

XII.  San Joaquin Valley Regional Policy Council 

This update was included in the Short Haul Rail update. 

XIII.  San Joaquin Valley Housing Collaborative    

Ms. Audino updated the Board on the activities of the SJV Housing Collaborative, including the 
approval of amended bylaws and preparation for a Foreclosure Assistance and Recovery 
Workshop in August. 

XIV.  Work Group Updates and Secretariat Report    

No questions from the Board on the contents of the packet provided prior to the meeting.  
 
XV.  Public and Board Comment    
 
Dr. Goldsmith stated that she had sent a text message about the success of the Valley 
Legacy programs to the incoming president of Modesto Junior College and learned that she 
has already scheduled meetings to pursue funding of similar programs.   
                                                 
10 http://www.water.ca.gov/swp/ 
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Scott Carney (CDCR) announced his intention to provide the Partnership with information on 
the California New Start program11.  CDCR is setting a high priority on linking inmate training 
programs to jobs in the community.  The primary goal of CDCR’s California New Start – 
Prison-to-Employment Program is to improve the employability of offenders leaving 
California prisons, to increase the likelihood that they will secure and retain gainful 
employment up reentry to their communities, reduce recidivism and enhance public safety.  
The partnership between CDCR, the Employment Development Department and the 
California Workforce Investment Board will further these goals.  

 
Ms. Case stressed the importance of Cal Fresh and local food support programs to address 
the obesity issues seen around the Valley and applauded the connection with Executive 
Order B-19-12 to establish a Let’s Get Healthy California Task Force.  The task force is 
charged with developing a 10-year plan for improving the health of Californians, controlling 
health care costs, promoting personal responsibility for individual health, and advancing 
health equity by establishing baselines for key health indicators, identifying obstacles to 
better care, making fiscally prudent recommendations, and establishing a framework for 
measuring improvements12. 
 
XVI. Adjournment      
In the absence of any further public or board comment the meeting adjourned at 2:50 pm. 
 
  
 
 
 

                                                 
11 http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Community_Partnerships/index.html 
12 http://www.chhs.ca.gov/Pages/HealthCalTaskforce.aspx 
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Secretariat Report 

September 2012 

 

Message from Lead Executive 
 
To: Board of Directors 

From: Mike Dozier 

The Secretariat Report is presented to you in a consent calendar format for the first time at the 
Partnership Board meeting. Our board meetings have been packed with discussion items that are 
immediately pertinent and timely. We want to continue providing this timely dialogue. However, we 
feel it is important for you to know the activities that have taken place since the last meeting. We 
intend to continue to provide you with the Secretariat Report without formal presentation at the 
board meeting. If there is something in the report for which you want more information or 
clarification, please feel free to contact me at your convenience. If you feel it deserves the full board 
attention, you are always welcome to pull that item from the consent calendar. 
 
Included in this report are the Communications Update and Public Affairs Update, which is a 
compilation of the Letters of Support the Partnership has given in the past quarter. Also included in 
the consent calendar are updates for Smart Valley Places, San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband 
Consortium, and San Joaquin Valley Rural Development Center (RDC).  RDC is not a Partnership 
activity; but it does facilitate the goals and objectives of the Partnership in rural areas of the Valley. 
RDC is run out of the Office of Community and Economic Development (OCED) at Fresno State, 
which also is the Partnership Secretariat.  As you will see, RDC is doing great work to connect the 
rural areas to opportunity and collaboration. 
 
Congratulations are in order as OCED and collaborating partner Community and Economic 
Development (CED) at Chico State were designated a “University Center” by the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) and awarded $220,000 per year for five years. The two 
organizations will share the funds equally. OCED will be able to work on Partnership initiatives as 
part of the grant funds.  Kudos to OCED staff Ismael Hernandez, Eduardo Gonzalez and Shelby 
Gonzales as well as CED staff for their hard work and dedication in getting this grant submitted and 
awarded.  
 
Applied Development Economics (ADE) from Sacramento has finished the Regional Industry 
Cluster Analysis for the San Joaquin Valley. You may recall that this Analysis was funded as part of 
the EDA planning grant OCED received last year. ADE and Secretariat staff have met with 
numerous stakeholders over the past three months to get input and cooperation in moving forward. 
ADE will be making a presentation to the Partnership Board at the September meeting to discuss 
the results. Additionally, a panel of stakeholders will be discussing this issue and how they can 
contribute to implementation of the recommendations of the Analysis.  
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Communications Update  
 

Objective 
 
The Communications Plan, aimed at promoting and supporting Partnership success, has a three-
objective strategy: 
 

1. Increase communications among the eight counties and 62 cities,  
2. Identify, educate and outreach to San Joaquin Valley (Valley) organizations exhibiting the 

priority initiatives and policy developments,  
3. Increase preference as the Valley’s primary advocacy and cross-regional planning vehicle.  

 

Strategies 
 
This multifaceted communications plan strategically aligns the Partnership’s objectives with its 
desired target audiences. Leveraging the established civic channels, networks and media, this plan 
will be executed through two strategies: Civic Engagement and General Public.  
 
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
 
Outreach Efforts   

 
Date Event Location 

5-Jun-12 Central Valley Ag Small Business Forum. Ismael Herrera Fresno 

13-Jun-12 City of Woodlake. Ismael Herrera Woodlake 

13-Jun-12 Forum on Regional Innovation in Rural America at the White 
House. Mike Dozier 

Washington, DC 

13-Jun-12 SJV Community Reinvestment Act meeting, Stacie Dabbs 

15-Jun-12 SJV Foreclosure Recovery Workshop, Stacie Dabbs 

20-Jun-12 5 Cities Small Business Event Planning Meeting. Ismael 
Herrera 

Sanger 

21-Jun-12 Presentation to Health Care & Wellness Cluster. Mike Dozier Bakersfield 

22-Jun-12 Regional Policy Council meeting, Stacie Dabbs 

28-Jun-12 SJV Housing Collaborative Board Meeting, Stacie Dabbs 

25-Jun-12 to  
6-Jul-12 

USDA E. Kika De La Garza Fellowship. Ismael Herrera Washington, DC 

7-Jul-12 Central Valley Focus Group on the State Economic Plan, 
Castle AFB. Mike Dozier 

Atwater 

10-Jul-12 San Joaquin Valley Clean Energy Organization. Ismael 
Herrera 

Fresno 

18-Jul-12 Goods Movement Meeting, Tulare Ag Center. Mike Dozier Tulare 

23-Jul-12 Local Government Commission. Ismael Herrera Sacramento 

8-Aug-12 Kings Canyon Unified School District. Ismael Herrera Reedley 
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Date Event Location 

16-Aug-12 Kings Basin Disadvantaged Community Water Meeting. 
Ismael Herrera 

Caruthers 

21-Aug-12 Kings Basin Disadvantaged Community Water Meeting. 
Ismael Herrera 

Kerman 

 
Electronic Information Distribution 
 

Date E-Blast 

1-Jun-12 Register Today: Partnership 2nd Quarter Board Meeting and Event – Tulare 
County, June 7-8 

1-Jun-12 SJV Regional Broadband Consortium – Meeting Announcement: July 20, 2012 

11-Jun-12 SJV Regional Broadband Consortium – Telehealth and Digital Literacy Surveys 

3-Jul-12 Kern No. 2 in Private Sector Jobs 

11-Jul-12 Save the Date: Partnership 3rd Quarter Board Meeting, Fresno County, Sep 21, 
2012 

11-Jul-12 SJV Regional Broadband Consortium – Meeting Reminder: July 20, 2012 

12-Jul-12 Foreclosure Assistance & Recovery Workshop – Modesto 

31-Jul-12 Foreclosure Assistance & Recovery Workshop – Fresno 

7-Aug-12 San Joaquin Valley Greenprint Survey 

7-Aug-12 Save the Date: Partnership 3rd Quarter Board Meeting, Fresno County, Sep 21, 
2012 – Location Announced 

8-Aug-12 San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Consortium Newsletter 

9-Aug-12 Tax Foreclosure Reform & Land Banking: A New Approach for Creating Strong 
Neighborhoods Webinar 

15-Aug-12 Foreclosure Assistance & Recovery Workshop Reminder – Fresno  

 
Communications Tools 
 
Annual Report 
 
The 2012 Partnership Annual Report is taking on a different format this year highlighting the three 
priorities which compose the Partnership Board’s quarterly meetings: Infrastructure Development, 
Sustainable Planning, and Jobs Creation. Communications consulting group Bertz-Rosa Strategic & 
Creative is fulfilling the design and layout requirements. The report is available in electronic and 
print form. 
 
e-Newsletter 
 
The distribution frequency of the newsletter is generally quarterly. However, for the first and second 
quarters of 2012, the newsletter was put on hold while the San Joaquin Valley Regional Industry 
Cluster Analysis was being developed and finalized. The next newsletter will report on the results of 
the Analysis. It is sent to all Partnership stakeholders (2,640).  
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Daily News Briefing 
 
The Maddy Daily continues to be distributed by The Maddy Institute on a daily basis to more than 
11,000 contacts including Partnership board members and work group consultants, business and 
community leaders, and other government and legislative contacts throughout the Valley. It is 
available in Spanish. (www.maddyinstitute.org) 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC 
 
The focus for Strategy II of the communications plan is customized to the general public. Three 
target audiences have been identified, including 1) community leaders, 2) businesses and 
executives, and 3) universities and educational centers.  
 
Media 
 
Traditional methods of communication efforts with the media include press releases, media 
advisories, and editorial content and interviews. In addition, Partnership activities have been picked 
up by Valley news agencies. See below table for recent activity.  
 

Date Description 

23-May-2012 Blog: Collaborating in the San Joaquin Valley. Steve Peelor. Century, 
financing affordable housing is our mission. 

2-Jul-2012 Historic first-ever California Economic Summit releases its action plan. PR 
Newswire.  

30-Jul-2012 California county tries to roll out wireless broadband to farms. Government 
Technology. Article regarding participation in regional broadband efforts. 
Interview with Rachel Audino on May 24, 2012. 

3-Aug-2012 Article about Fresno and the San Joaquin Valley, Adam Liptak, New York 
Times. Interview with Mike Dozier. 

9-Aug-2012 Aligning University resources in support of competitiveness and prosperity. 
California Business Minute, CaEO Corner. Interview with Mike Dozier. 

 
Partnership social marketing efforts include Facebook and Twitter accounts. The Partnership 
Facebook page now has 443 “fans” (up from 442), and is linked to Facebook pages of several 
partnering organizations. 
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Public Affairs Update - Letters of Support 
 
Economic Development Administration i6 Grant  
 
The Partnership provided a letter of support for a grant application submitted by the Fresno State 
Office of Community and Economic Development for an Economic Development Administration i6 
Challenge Grant. With this application, OCED, in conjunction with Central Valley Business 
Incubator, Lyles Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, International Center for Water 
Technology, and UC Merced Small Business Development Center Network to develop a Proof of 
Concept Center. The Proof of Concept Center would facilitate increased entrepreneurial activities in 
three of the valley’s critical industries, agriculture, energy and water.  
Kings Vive Bien/Kings Live Well Grant 
 
The Partnership provided a letter of support for an OCED grant application with the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention for Kings Vive Bien. Through this project, OCED, in conjunction 
with Central California Regional Obesity Prevention Program, Kings Community Action 
Organization, and Adventist Health, would work with local schools to increase healthy food options 
and promote healthy living among Kings County residents.  
 
California Public Utilities Commission: Changes to CASF Applicant Requirements 
 
As grant manager for the San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Consortium, the Partnership 
provided a letter of support to CPUC requesting specific changes be made to the application 
requirements for CASF broadband infrastructure funding. Making these changes would enable non-
telephone corporations to obtain CASF funding for broadband projects, which has the potential to 
greatly benefit more rural areas and smaller broadband providers.  
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Smart Valley Places  
 
September 2012 
 
Smart Valley Places (SVP) is a $4 million regional planning grant awarded by HUD through the 
Sustainable Communities Initiative to promote livability and smart growth principles within the San 
Joaquin Valley. As grant administrator, OCED/Secretariat remains in full compliance with the 
funding agency having passed the half-way mark of the three-year program in June 2012.  
 
In September, SVP partners will host Dwayne Marsh with the HUD Office of Sustainable Housing 
and Communities, who also serves as the government technical representative for Smart Valley 
Places. Staff continues to work with HUD and project consultant Eleanor Richards on the strategy 
and development of a Regional Analysis of Impediments to fair housing choice for the 14 cities 
participating in the grant.  
 
Compact City Projects 
 
SVP ‘s 14 cities continue to make progress on individual smart growth planning projects, including 
the two Fresno County cities of Fresno and Clovis.  
• City of Clovis – Comprehensive General Plan Update - 85% complete 
• City of Fresno – General Plan, Development Code and Master EIR Update – 70% complete 

 
Community Leadership Program 
 
The Community Leadership Program involves a series of curriculum-based community engagement 
institutes within each of the eight counties in the Valley. As of the first semi-annual report for 2012, 
all sessions had been drafted and will be tailored to fit each community by the lead agencies in 
partnership with the local city staff. The six sessions include: 1) SVP orientation and local 
government; 2) Land Use and the Built Environment; 3) Housing and Community Development; 4) 
Local and Regional Transportation; 5) Water Management; and 6) Environmental Equity. 
 
The lead agencies have been selected for all eight counties: 
• San Joaquin County – Community Partnership for a Healthy San Joaquin 
• Stanislaus County – Ceres Partnership for Healthy Children 
• Merced County – United Way of Merced 
• Madera County – Community Action Partnership of Madera County 
• Fresno County – Fresno Metro Ministry 
• Kings County – San Joaquin Valley Latino Environmental Advancement & Policy Project 
• Tulare County – Community Services & Employment Training, Inc.  
• Kern County – Center for Race, Poverty and the Environment 

 
Regional Coordination 
 
Secretariat staff continues to serve in an advisory capacity for regional partners as SVP activities 
are connected to other activities in the region such as the San Joaquin Valley Regional Blueprint, 
the Greenprint Project, the San Joaquin Valley Regional Industry Cluster Analysis, the San Joaquin 
Valley Regional Broadband Consortium, and the San Joaquin Valley Rural Development Center. 
Staff has begun to collect an inventory of regional initiatives promoting smart growth in the Valley to 
include in the refinement of the Regional plan for Sustainable Development. 
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San Joaquin Valley Rural Development Center (RDC) 
 
September 2012 
 
Administration 
 
The San Joaquin Valley Rural Development Center (RDC) consortium currently consists of 42 
organizations who are committing their time, resources and expertise to the advancement of rural 
communities in the region. The RDC team continues to execute service agreements with the 
region’s rural communities. Likewise, the RDC director continues to coordinate the provision of 
technical assistance from consortium partners to rural communities; which includes organizing site 
visits, facilitating meetings with funding agencies, participating in governance meetings, identifying 
and researching grant opportunities and assisting with the execution of project activities.  
 
Regional Partnerships 
 
Partnership with the Small Communities Network 
RDC and the Small Communities Network (SCN) facilitated a Grant Writing Training Workshop on 
August 31 to enhance rural grant writing capacity. There were 20 rural community representatives 
who participated in the event which was held in West Modesto. RDC and SCN also facilitated a 
webinar training session on June 11 which provided rural communities with information on the 
Central Valley Business Incubator’s Virtual Incubator Program.  
 
Northern California Community Loan Fund, Community Facilities Challenge 
RDC continues to support the Community Facilities Challenge at Fresno State, which pairs 
university students and faculty to facility projects in the region’s rural communities. The RDC 
director participated in planning meetings on June 14 and July 31. RDC also facilitated a possible 
sponsorship discussion with the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco on August 7. 
 
San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Consortium 
The RDC director is helping organize the Rural Broadband Committee that will provide guidance to 
the rural components of the San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Consortium. Committee 
members include city managers for the cities of Corcoran, Livingston, San Joaquin, Shafter, and 
Woodlake. The first Committee meeting was held in August 2012. The RDC director is also 
providing input into a potential agricultural technology pilot project that may be launch in a regional 
rural community.   
 
EPA Tulare Lake Basin Advisory Group 
The RDC director became a member of the Advisory Group for an Environmental Protection Agency 
grant project being conducted by the Center for Disadvantaged Community Water Assistance at 
Fresno State to secure safe drinking water for Disadvantaged Communities in the Tulare Lake 
Basin. The RDC director participated in July 24 and August 30 meetings.  
 
Center for International Trade Development 
RDC continues to lend its support to the Center for International Trade Development for its export 
training workshops, through co-branding and marketing efforts.  
 
Marketing 
The RDC director continued the development of the RDC website with Communications Contractor, 
Bertz-Rosa Strategy & Creative.  
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Sustainability  
 
USDA Rural Community Development Initiative 
In conjunction with the California Coalition for Rural Housing, the RDC is completing Phase I: 
Capacity Needs Assessment of its Pathways to Rural Economic Progress – San Joaquin Valley 
(PREP-SJV) which consists of reviewing Capacity Development Plans with Recipient Communities. 
Phase II is under way as consists of facilitating economic development and housing training 
sessions for Recipient Communities.  
 
EDA Economic Adjustment Assistance 
These funds have enabled the RDC to update its fact sheet which it uses to market its services to 
the region’s rural communities. A portion of these funds will also help with the construction and 
maintenance of the RDC website. OCED was awarded an EDA Economic Adjustment Assistance 
grant in the amount of $250,000 (18 months). A portion of the funds will support the administrative, 
marketing and outreach efforts of the RDC. 
 
James Irvine Foundation 
The RDC website and marketing materials will also be part of a larger communications hub being 
prepared for OCED with James Irvine Foundation funds. The award is also providing funds for 
OCED to help expand broadband usage in the rural communities of the San Joaquin Valley by 
utilizing RDC networks that are already in place.  
 
San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Consortium 
The California Public Utilities Commission also awarded OCED $448,000 (3 years) to administer the 
San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Consortium, which includes expanding broadband usage 
in the region’s rural communities. The RDC has begun to catalog the availability of broadband 
access in the region’s rural communities, as well as obstacles, programs and pending projects.  
 
RDC Grant Writing Services 
Beginning in November 2011, RDC began to provide rural communities in the San Joaquin Valley 
with affordable grant writing services that help acquire funding for essential community projects. By 
working with rural community representation, the goal is to build local grant writing capacity. This 
process will develop local grant writers and eliminate the need for rural communities to contract for 
these services. To date, this service has generated $1,850.  
 
RDC Training Services 
RDC implemented an agreement with the Relational Cultural Institute to deliver 36 hours of Basic 
Computer Skills, Internet and Repair Training to Padres Promotores in Firebaugh. A second 
agreement with the Relational Cultural Institute provided digital photography, graphic design, and 
website development training to small business owners in Firebaugh. RDC Training Services has 
generated $6,500. 
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San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Consortium (RBC)  
 
September 2012 
 
California Advanced Services Fund - Possible Changes to CPCN/WIR Requirements  
 
There may be changes to the California Advanced Services Fund to remove the Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) and Wireless Identification Registration (WIR) requirements for 
applicants. This would encourage a variety of applicants and would enable non-“telephone 
corporations” to seek funding for projects. The Partnership sent a letter of support for eliminating the 
CPCN/WIR requirements in order to enable a wider variety of applicants and will encourage the 
cost-effective deployment of broadband infrastructure in a region.  Making this change via California 
Public Utilities Commission resolution and legislation could greatly facilitate increased broadband 
access in rural areas.  
 
Agricultural Pilot Site 
 
RBC has been working with the city of Fresno’s Strong Cities, Strong Communities team on an 
agricultural pilot site that would increase water efficiency and crop production using broadband-
enabled water sensor technology. This innovative project would be the first of its kind and would aid 
the agricultural industry by facilitating increased adaptation to fluctuating water availability. Staff has 
begun to outline strategies for funding the pilot project and to seek ways to connect several different 
funding sources to promote the project.  
 
City of Shafter Municipally Owned Broadband Network 
 
The City of Shafter is one of only five cities in California with municipally owned broadband 
infrastructure (along with San Bruno, Santa Monica, Loma Linda, and Burbank). As a strategic 
location for transportation and logistics firms, the city built four miles of fiber to create the Shafter 
Fiber Network. Initiated in 2006, the Shafter Fiber Network was constructed to connect its municipal 
facilities, including city hall, police department, courthouse, correctional facility, and the local school 
district---all with general fund monies. Shafter intends to release a request for proposals for the 
construction of an 18 mile fiber loop to complete its Phase II backbone infrastructure. SJVRBC is 
following the project and intends to develop best practices that can be utilized by other 
municipalities in the valley. 
 
Partnership Assuming Management Role for Telehealth and Digital Literacy Work Groups 
 
In August 2012, the Partnership assumed management of the Telehealth and Digital Literacy work 
groups under the RBC structure. Staff will be working with stakeholders to evaluate telehealth pilot 
projects and best practices that can be replicated throughout the valley. In addition, staff is working 
with the CPUC to change several of the digital literacy deliverables to provide training to Spanish 
speaking parents of K-12 students.  
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The	Need	for	a	Regional	Cluster	Update	
 

According to EDA, Regional Innovation Clusters ‐ geographic concentrations of firms and industries that 

do business with each other and have common needs for talent, technology, and infrastructure ‐ are a 

proven way to create jobs and grow the economy. Clusters benefit from a well‐developed regional 

strategy that leverages core regional strengths. 1 

 

The Valley has been a leader in cluster‐based strategies, starting with “The Economic Future of the San 

Joaquin Valley” report in 2000 and the Fresno Regional Jobs Initiative (RJI) in 2003. Building upon these 

efforts, the SAP identified five regional clusters of opportunity for focused action: agribusiness, health 

and medical, manufacturing, renewable energy, and supply chain management and logistics. These 

clusters reflected shared priorities across the Valley and sectors where the region’s comparative 

advantage was considered to be strong or emerging.  

 

The clusters have been a touchstone for the work of the New Valley, in particular for the economic 

development, education and workforce development partners who serve as champions for several of 

the New Valley Work Groups.  Much progress has been made in terms of regional collaboration around 

demand‐driven sector strategies. However, a valley‐wide regional cluster analysis had not been 

prepared since 2004, and updated “market intelligence” was needed to help guide the next stage of the 

New Valley cluster implementation. 

 

This project addresses a number of concerns and issues: 

 The Valley has been more severely impacted by the “Great Recession” than most other California 

regions and needs to reposition itself for economic recovery. 

 The global economy is experiencing structural changes and new opportunities are emerging which 

demand new responses at the regional level. 

 Local budget challenges constrain the ability of many jurisdictions, partners and business champions 

to manage, implement and support county and regional cluster initiatives.   

 There are areas of opportunity that can best be leveraged through collaboration at the regional 

level, bringing efforts to scale for increased competitiveness. These areas include renewable energy 

and water technology innovations, and regional food systems. 
 

The planning process involved economic analysis; research; documentation of cluster‐related initiatives 

and resources; cluster stakeholder meetings which were co‐convened with many partners throughout 

the Valley; meetings and ongoing consultation with partners, cluster leaders, subject area experts, state 

and federal agencies, and Partnership Board members; and review of cluster innovation models.  

   

                                                            

1 http://www.eda.gov/AboutEDA/RIC/ 
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Importance	of	the	Clusters	
 

The San Joaquin Valley is an economic powerhouse.  Based on an analysis derived from an input‐output 

model, Applied Development Economics (ADE) estimates that the economic output of the Valley’s 

economy was $228.6 billion in 2010.  

 

ADE analyzed the Valley’s major economic sectors and validated that the five original New Valley 

clusters continue to be the shared priorities across the region, although they have been adapted or 

expanded upon through the value chain concept. Each cluster contains several “components,” each with 

sets of industries that comprise the value chain. For example, the Agriculture Cluster includes 

production, processing and packaging, distribution and diverse support activities. The Health Cluster 

now incorporates dimensions of wellness.  Two clusters have been added – water technology and public 

sector infrastructure, based on their current and emerging importance and potential for the Valley. The 

Action Plan priority clusters are: 

 Agriculture  

 Energy  

 Health and Wellness  

 Logistics 

 Manufacturing (which is connected to all of the clusters) 

 Water Technology  

 Public Sector Infrastructure (Construction)  
 

The analysis indicates that as of 2010, these clusters (with the exception of public sector infrastructure, 

for which information was provided in a separate analysis sponsored by the Central California Workforce 

Collaborative) represent about 43 percent of total employment in the region, but during the 2001‐2010 

period were responsible for 85 percent of private sector job growth.   

 
 
  

 

	
	
 

 
                  
 
 
                                         
 
 
 
 
   
 

Source: IMPLAN CEW, Applied Development Economics 
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The cluster analysis identified areas of potential growth based on trends in size of the clusters, rates of 

employment growth, concentration in the Valley (compared to the state), and rate of growth compared 

to the state’s rate. This information provides insight into the region’s areas of comparative advantage.  

The analysis also identified trade flows indicators – output of goods and services produced by the each 

cluster, and leakage outside of the Valley based on business‐to‐business supplier inputs of goods and 

services in 2010. Regional demand for each cluster’s goods and services by non‐cluster‐related 

consumers (households, institutions and other businesses) was also estimated.  

 

The leakage analysis was conducted for individual clusters, resulting in a potential list of economic 

development targets for business expansion, start‐ups and attraction to meet these gaps. The findings 

were reviewed at several industry cluster meetings convened by OCED and ADE along with partners 

across the Valley, and have been validated as a high priority for implementation action. 

 

ADE also aggregated these estimates of leakage by commodity type across the shared clusters to 

identify those with high levels of leakage, further screening them for business types that realistically 

could be developed in the region. The table below summarizes the potential economic development 

targets for expansion, attraction, start‐ups and marketing by type of commodity supplied from outside 

the region and the estimated level of “leakage” ‐ and therefore market support ‐ for these new or 

expanded businesses. The gaps are very large in some commodity areas. 

 

 

 

 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      
 
 
   

   
                                               

Source: IMPLAN3 I‐O Model, ADE 

AGGREGATED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LEAKAGE TARGETS 

Description  Market Support 

Lessors of nonfinancial intangible assets  $712,684,902 
Scientific research and development services  $699,203,194 
Paper mills  $611,657,224 
Oilseed farming  $457,939,735 
Other basic organic chemical manufacturing $395,251,263 
Petrochemical manufacturing  $388,307,767 
Artificial and synthetic fibers and filaments manufacturing  $385,174,775 
Software publishers  $375,381,255 
Plastics material and resin manufacturing $363,583,853 
Automotive equipment rental and leasing $336,797,184 
Plastics bottle manufacturing  $336,106,827 
Management, scientific, and technical consulting services $323,596,782 
Aluminum product manufacturing from purchased aluminum  $303,463,414 
Advertising and related services  $284,775,137 
Paperboard Mills  $257,933,907 
Other plastics product manufacturing $244,701,794 
Semiconductor and related device manufacturing $241,774,577 
Metal can, box, and other metal container (light gauge) manufacturing $222,663,225 
Plastics packaging materials and unlaminated film and sheet 
manufacturing 

$220,030,995 

Motor vehicle parts manufacturing  $212,772,162 
All other chemical product and preparation manufacturing  $169,215,313 
All other basic inorganic chemical manufacturing $166,138,528 
Architectural, engineering, and related services $165,780,479 
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 “Lessors of nonfinancial intangible assets” was the largest category shown.  Activities in this industry 

include brand name licensing; franchising agreements, leasing, selling or licensing; oil royalty companies; 

oil royalty leasing; industrial design licensing; patent buying and licensing; patent leasing; and trademark 

licensing. This industry represents specialization of business services, including legal expertise, which is 

sought outside of the Valley.  

 

Scientific research and development services was the next largest market gap. Combined with 

management, scientific and consulting services, these industries provide another professional services 

target for developing specialized expertise within the Valley. Research and scientific consulting services 

are a growth opportunity in both the Energy and Health and Wellness Clusters. Oilseed farming was the 

fourth largest gap and also relates to the Energy Cluster, as an input for biofuels. Most of the other 

potential targets are in manufacturing industries.  The architectural, engineering, and related services 

industry is another potential growth area, especially with opportunities related to planned public sector 

infrastructure construction (estimated at more than $36 billion from 2010‐2020 across several 

infrastructure categories).  

	
Action	Plan	Implementation	
 

The economic and cluster analyses and partner/stakeholder engagement process provide a platform for 

the evolution of the Valley’s cluster initiatives;  a framework to align initiatives and resources to capture 

value chain opportunities; and articulation of the role for the Partnership and OCED, including the 

organization of the New Valley Work Groups to lead or support the clusters.  

 

The Valley has significant assets. There are an almost overwhelming number of initiatives underway 

across the Valley and across the clusters, as well as efforts that are increasingly a convergence across 

the clusters, such as with energy, water and agriculture. A great deal of leadership and expertise resides 

with the partners involved in these initiatives, but they are dealing with diminished resources, the very 

large scale of the Valley, a diversity of issues facing the clusters, and the inherent challenges of 

collaboration such as dedication of time and capacity. However, partners increasingly are developing the 

capacity to regionalize their networks and ways to engage in specific initiatives on behalf of their 

networks. This network‐to‐network process is proving to be very beneficial. The Partnership and OCED’s 

goal should be to connect, support and optimize these assets and initiatives. 

 

The project planning process led to the identification of many cluster‐related issues, opportunities and 

recommendations. The key highlights are discussed in Chapter 7 and are summarized on the following 

pages. They constitute the basis for development of cluster‐specific implementation plans for the next 

five years by the New Valley Work Groups and associated cluster leaders and partners.  They are a 

starting point, mindful of the charge from the Partnership Board to focus on a “few big things” that will 

make a difference in changing the trajectory of the Valley’s future. There is a strong focus on workforce 

initiatives, around which the Valley has been mobilizing for several years to meet critical skills gaps and 

provide a pathway from poverty to prosperity for workers.   
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KEY CLUSTER ACTION PLAN PRIORITIES 

Cluster  Issues/Opportunities  Recommended Actions 

Agriculture 
 All 5 issues areas addressed in Regional Economic 

Summit 
 All actions have designated champions and recommended actions; 

Partnership & OCED are tracking progress. See www.sjvpartnership.org 

Energy  

 Regional focus on cluster development & 
coordination needed; opportunity to develop 
biofuels, better define cluster 

 Conditional Use permits vary by county – 
frustrating for international companies willing to 
invest in the Valley; results in project delays or 
cancellations 

 Increase entrepreneurial climate; need to create 
culture of early stage investment, create dialogue 
with entrepreneurs, encourage students, to 
create the next generation of solar technology 

 Leakage of energy use 

 SJV Clean Energy Organization should be lead for cluster development 
action plan, expand networking to connect more stakeholders 

 County with Association of Planners who are working together on 
simpler, expedited solar permitting process throughout the state; 
coordinate locally 

 Coordinate with UC Solar Research Institute, CVBI, Lyles Center for 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship, Central Valley Fund & others  to 
accelerate technology commercialization 

 See Regional Economic Summit Strategy 

 Focus on energy efficiencies 
 Provide input to PUC on energy facilities sitings 

Health 
and Wellness  

 Difficult to coordinate with so many initiatives 
across the Valley 

 Need for consistent and regionalized standards 
and curriculum for same occupations/certificates; 
transferability of credits from Community 
Colleges to CSUs  

 Need to standardize residency requirements for 
nurses 

 Address gaps in workforce skills – need for better 
information, programs to increase skill levels 

 Need to prepare for health information 
technologies; expand broadband infrastructure 

 Need improved access to jobs and health care 
services in rural areas 

 Wellness/prevention focus will increase demand 
for services and workers 

 Partnership health leaders should convene high level cluster meetings 

 Accept transfers within regional network of accredited courses (C6 
project is opportunity to standardize curriculum), including for nursing 

 Collaborate with hospitals to unify employee competencies, translate 
to college curriculum 

 Expand nursing residencies across the Valley; coordinate with 
hospitals, community colleges 

 Build on Regional Industry Clusters of Opportunity (RICO) and other 
models; advocate for RICO funding 

 Expand mentoring programs 

 Coordinate with CPSJV Broadband Consortium, employer networks like 
Central Valley Health Network, WIBs, etc. 

 Collaborate with Councils of Government, employers, transit agencies 
to develop more regional, coordinated transportation system 

 Expand Patient Navigator, Promotora and other model programs  

Logistics 

 Additional options for goods movement needed  
(non‐truck) 

 Foreign Trade Zones underutilized 

 Emissions impact air quality and health 

 Ensure coordination between Regional Policy Council/COGs 
(stakeholder planning process underway), SJV Air Pollution Control 
District and VVCEDC, Partnership Sustainable Communities Work 
Group, railroad companies on planning/projects 

 See Regional Economic Summit Strategy 

Manufacturing 

 Main issue for employers is workforce 
development 

 Lack of high‐level engineering jobs in the Valley so 
many students leave the region 

 Need cross‐pollination of engineering workplace 
skills with existing workforce 

 Need appropriate infrastructure to create new 
products out of recycled products; waste 
commodities being shipped overseas 

 Coordinate with Recycling BIN (Build Infrastructure Now) effort to 
increase manufacturing from recyclables 

 Match resources of the universities to the manufacturers; connect 
internships with employers 

 Do policy advocacy (coordinated by REACON) on increase markets for 
recycling in California (Recycling BIN – Build Infrastructure Now) 

Water 
Technology 

 Demand for clean water,  sustainable water 
resources & infrastructure is creating new business 
opportunities beyond agriculture 

 Issues identified at Regional Economic Summit 

 Broaden focus of R&D to address broader water supply and quality 
issues across a broader range of industries; coordinate with WET 
Center, Lyles College of Engineering, CVBI 

 Focus on growth and specific technologies (BlueTech Valley) 
 See Regional Economic Summit Strategy 

Public Sector 
Infrastructure ‐  
(CCWC Project)  

 RJI Construction Cluster not active 

 Lack of awareness regarding aggregated impact of 
public sector investments 

 Updated inventory of projects & schedules 
needed on ongoing basis 

 Coordination needed with economic 
development and planning to secure project 
funding 

 Implement CCWC Regional Plan as Cluster Strategy 

 Coordinate with Partnership to advocate for public sector 
investment/local hiring 

 Identify lead to update project inventory and schedule 
 Coordinate with Regional Policy Council and Economic Development 

District to link project priorities with possible funding 
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The following addresses the role of the Partnership and OCED at the regional scale to gain the highest 

levels of benefit for driving the progress of the clusters. 

	
Role	of	the	Partnership	
 

Given its mission and role, how and where can the Partnership best add value at the regional level for 

successful on‐the‐ground implementation?   

 Network ‐ Help connect the many efforts across the region that are cluster‐based or support the 

clusters (cluster foundations such as infrastructure – including broadband, sustainable communities, 

financing, environmental quality, and education and workforce).  

 Convene – Play a convening role for the bigger valley‐wide issues that are not being addressed in 

other forums, to drive the agenda for the growth and vitality of the clusters. 

 Integrate ‐ Provide synergy across the region, helping to knit together the clusters, the issues and 

the initiatives to pursue shared priorities. 

 Advocate ‐ Promote and advocate regarding cluster priorities on behalf of the Valley, including the 

removal of barriers, elevation of regional issues and opportunities, resource needs, and networking 

with partners and investors outside of the region. 

 Catalyze – Be a catalyst for collaboration and the diffusion of innovation, including through the 

elevation of models.  
 

The Partnership plays many of these roles already and the next step is for more intentional engagement 

around cluster‐based economic strategy. Cluster processes are by their nature vehicles for engagement 

of champions, businesses, stakeholders and partners in regional strategies. During the course of the 

project, ADE found that awareness of the Partnership was varied. Proactive engagement of the 

Partnership will increase this awareness and expand the impact of the Partnership across the Valley and 

beyond. 

	
Role	of	OCED/New	Valley	Work	Groups	
 

The New Valley Work Groups are in varying levels of capacity and operational status and should be 

refocused to support the implementation of the Cluster Action Plan, building on the existing efforts of 

OCED and partners. Chapter 7 provides recommendations for a proposed Work Group structure. Follow 

up is required by OCED to secure the commitment of certain groups to assume a Work Group leadership 

role, with OCED in a support role for most of the Work Groups. One priority is to reorganize the Health 

and Human Services Work Group (not currently active) to become the Health and Wellness Cluster Work 

Group, to organize and convene the cluster and drive the action agenda. 

 

Several of the implementation areas are related to the Economic Development Work Group. A major 

priority is to identify a lead for a strategy to refine and follow up on economic development leakage 

targets. Closing these gaps is critical for increasing investment, jobs and businesses in the Valley. These 

targets are an opportunity for a more proactive role for the Work Group.  This Work Group can also be 
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the lead for the cluster‐specific recommendations in the cluster areas that do not have a lead work 

group.  

 

Another opportunity for the Economic Development Work Group is via the newly designated EDA‐

funded Economic Development District, wherein economic development leaders can collaborate with 

the San Joaquin Valley Regional Policy Council as it identifies infrastructure project priorities that will be 

recommended through the San Joaquin Valley Interregional Goods Movement Plan process. Some of the 

projects may be eligible for EDA and other public sector infrastructure funds. These projects will 

improve mobility and air quality and contribute to the revitalization of the Construction Cluster. 

 

The Action Plan also addresses the need for Valley leaders to build and support an entrepreneurial 

environment to reduce the intellectual/innovation leakage gap and foster new jobs and businesses in 

the Valley. In so doing they will be able to capitalize on new research assets such as UC Solar and the UC 

Merced Health Sciences Research Institute and catalyze the commercialization of new technologies. 

	
Next	Steps		
 

The following are some next steps for OCED and the Partnership. 

 

                  
                                 

1.  Reorganize the New Valley Work Groups to reflect the Cluster Action Plan opportunities.

2.  Convene the New Valley Work Groups to update their work plans to reflect the high‐level, 

high‐impact cluster findings and recommendations, and convene thereafter on a periodic 

basis to advance cluster priorities. Engagement of Partnership Board members will strengthen 

this process, especially for the Health and Wellness Cluster. 

3.  Confirm the role of the CCVEDC and other partners/potential Work Group leads, especially 

related to development of a strategy for the Economic Development Targets. Coordinate with 

TeamCalifornia to enhance marketing and outreach opportunities. 

4.  Coordinate with the Central California Workforce Collaborative (CCWC) on the 

implementation of the Public Sector Infrastructure Workforce Strategy. 

5.  Develop increased linkages between economic development and workforce development and 

education around specific cluster needs.  

6.  Continue to coordinate with the statewide economic summit process, and align the annual 

outcomes of the Work Group work plans for the Valley’s next regional economic summit, to 

be held in the fall of 2013, and for the state‐wide summit in December 2013.  
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JOINT RESOLUTION “A” 
 OF THE 

 CALIFORNIA PARTNERSHIP FOR THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY 
  AND 

 THE DELTA COUNTIES’  
ADOPTING A FRAMEWORK TO IMPLEMENT ACTIONS THAT MEET JOINT PRINCIPLES 

AND GOALS ON DELTA SUSTAINABILITY  
 

WHEREAS the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley (“Partnership”) and the Delta 
Counties (Contra Costa, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Solano) together encompass an area within 
11 Counties in the State of California’s San Joaquin Valley (“Valley”) and Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta (“Delta”), representing the issues and interests from the unique perspective of the 
people who live, work and recreate there and perhaps best understand the tremendous 
resource this area of California represents; and, 
 
WHEREAS the Delta Counties and Partnership have been engaged in a collaborative dialogue 
to bring together these vital regions with their perspectives and interests to develop a shared 
vision on actions to help safeguard a sustainable Delta for future generations while ensuring the 
economic and environmental well-being of the Delta and Valley and an improved quality of life 
for all its citizens; and, 
 
WHEREAS the Partnership and Delta Counties have previously adopted a joint Resolution  in 
October, 2011, that framed the principles and goals necessary to move forward on water 
resource management actions that will address the collective needs of the parties; and,  
 
WHEREAS the Delta Counties and the Partnership joint 11 County Water Work Group” has 
developed an implementation strategy to guide the actions necessary to meet the adopted 
principles and goals using a consensus-driven process; and, 
 
WHEREAS the implementation strategy and support processes are described herein in an 
attachment to this Resolution so as to be memorialized and adopted by the Partnership and 
Delta Counties; and, 
 
WHEREAS upon approval by the Delta Counties and Partnership, the actions and activities 
adopted by the partners under this implementation process have the full support of the 
Partnership and Delta Counties: then  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the California 
Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley including its eight County Boards of Supervisors and the 
Boards of Supervisors of the Delta Counties, propose to authorize and use the implementation 
strategy attached to this Resolution noted as the “Implementation Framework” to attain their 
mutual goals. 
 
PASSED APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 23rd day of May 2012, by the Board of Directors of 
the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley and the Delta Counties. 
 
 
Ashley Swearingin Corwin Harper 
Chair  Deputy Chair 
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Endorsed by: 
 
California Partnership - Water Policy Working Group  
 
Raymond Watson, Co-Chair  Leroy Ornellas, Co-Chair 
Supervisor, Kern County  Supervisor, San Joaquin County 
 
 
Delta Counties  
 
 
Mary Nejedly Piepho Don Nottoli 
Supervisor, Contra Costa County  Supervisor, Sacramento County 
 
Ken Vogel Michael J. Reagan 
Supervisor, San Joaquin County  Supervisor, Solano County 
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Attachment to Joint Resolution “A” of the Delta Counties Coalition 
and the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley 

 
The 11 County Water Work Group Implementation Framework 

 
The 11 County Water Work Group Implementation Framework provides for the 
following: 

 
1. Memorializes the establishment of a 11 County Water Work Group (“Work Group”) made up 
of the following participating Counties: Yolo, Sacramento, Solano, Contra Costa, San Joaquin, 
Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, and Kern.  County Membership on the 
Work Group shall be limited to one member of the Board of Supervisor of each of the 11 
Counties. Other representation shall be at the discretion of the Coalition and Partnership under 
their authorities and charters.   
 
2. Re-affirms the adopted “principles and goals” in the joint October 2011 Resolution which is a 
consensus-driven process. 
 
3. Establishes the purpose of the Work Group: 
 
The purpose of the Work Group is to advocate for projects on the Partnership Coalition 
approved project list that have been determined to be  consistent with the previously adopted 
proactive actions in the joint October 2011  Resolution to safeguard a sustainable Delta.   
 

a. Definition of Advocacy: The Work Group will keep current a list of projects that have 
been developed by the implementation process through the Work Group.  Upon 
request of a member and approved by the Work Group, a letter of support finding the 
proposed project consistent with the four adopted proactive actions will be signed by 
the Co-Conveners (one representative each from DCC and the Partnership) of the 
Work Group and advanced to the Coalition and Partnership for the full force of 
advocacy to the extent feasible by these partners and their constituents. 

b. Project Advocacy:  Only those projects which do not harm any County or other 
member of the Partnership or Coalition shall be advocated.  A preliminary project list 
may be established by the Work Group if it appears that the projects are consistent 
with the principles and goals in the joint October 2011 Resolution and have been 
analyzed by the Work Group to verify that the details of such projects are consistent 
with the principles and goals and do not harm any County or other member of the 
Partnership or Coalition.   

 
4. The process for developing the list of projects that meet the goals of the joint October 2011 
Resolution using the following: 
 
The Work Group will utilize the services of a “technical advisory committee” (TAC) appointed by 
the Work Group. The TAC will be made up of individuals or organizations that can represent the 
collective interests of the Work Group.  These representatives will be affirmed by the Coalition 
and the Partnership at the recommendation of the Work Group. The primary role of the TAC is 
to evaluate the technical merits of a proposed project and provide to the Work Group 
recommendations as to the proposed project’s consistency with the four proactive actions of the 
joint October 2011 Resolution. 
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5. The TAC will develop and use a process for supporting a project utilizing the joint October 
2011 Resolution. The project criteria and listing process will be reviewed and approved by the 
Water Work Group. Project descriptions must be submitted to the TAC in the format provided.  
A contact person and lead agency must also be listed.   
 
8. Maintenance of project lists: 
 
The Work Group will seek TAC members from both the Partnership and Coalition Counties to 
jointly maintain and coordinate the project lists. 
 
9. Reports: 
 
The Work Group, in consultation with their TAC, will prepare any necessary oral or written 
summary reports to meet the needs of the parent organizations. 
 
10. Term of the implementation strategy: 
 
The Work Group will meet on an as-needed basis and be convened by the Co-chairs or the 
parent organizations until the partners determine the process, the projects and their advocacy 
no longer serve the collective interests or until the parent organizations find the efforts are no 
longer needed. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION “B” 
OF THE 

11 COUNTY WATER WORK GROUP 
ON BEHALF OF THE 

CALIFORNIA PARTNERSHIP FOR THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY 
AND 

THE DELTA COUNTIES 
ADOPTING A CANDIDATE LIST OF WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROJECTS 

FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
 
WHEREAS the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley (“Partnership”) and the Delta 
Counties’  (Contra Costa, Sacramento, San Joaquin, and Solano) together encompass an area 
within 11 Counties in the State of California’s San Joaquin Valley and Delta, representing the 
issues and interests from the unique perspective of the people who live, work and recreate and 
perhaps best understand the tremendous resource this area of California represents; and, 
 
WHEREAS the Partnership and Delta Counties have previously adopted a joint “Resolution” in 
October 2011, that framed the principles and goals necessary to move forward on water 
resource management actions that will address the collective needs of the parties; and, 
 
WHEREAS the Delta Counties and the Partnership joint 11 County Water Work Group” has 
adopted an implementation strategy to guide the actions necessary to meet the adopted 
principles and goals using a consensus-driven process; and, 
 
WHEREAS the implementation strategy determines projects to meet the joint goals; and, 
 
WHEREAS the partners in this process have developed such a list of projects which appear to 
be consistent with the principles and goals of the joint Resolution adopted in October, 2011, and 
which appear to do no harm to any County or other member of the Partnership or Delta 
Counties; and 
 
WHEREAS such projects on the list shall be analyzed by the Work Group to verify that the 
details of such projects are consistent with the principles and goals and do not harm any County 
or other member of the Partnership or Delta Counties;  
 
WHEREAS the intent of the Delta Counties and Partnership is for the Work Group to identify a 
subset of mutually agreed upon projects that are “no regrets” projects that benefit the region; 
 
WHEREAS such a list of projects is not intended to be comprehensive or exhaustive for the San 
Joaquin Valley or the Delta, and by no means is intended to resolve all of the issues, both 
common or exclusive to the members of the Delta Counties and the Partnership, in the 
Sacramento San Joaquin Delta; 
 
WHEREAS it is the intent of the partners in this process that such a list of projects be submitted 
for consideration by the appropriate authorities; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 11 County Water Work Group representing 
the Board of Directors of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley and the Boards of 
Supervisors representatives of the Delta Counties support in concept the 11 County Candidate 
List of projects (Attachment A) currently being considered, subject to the verification of 
consistency and no harm by the Work Group and where necessary, their Counties, and propose 
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to forward the list of  projects attached to this Resolution to the most appropriate authorities that 
can assist the partners in meeting their mutual goals. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 23rd day of May, 2012, by the Water Work Group 
for the Board of Directors of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley and the Delta 
Counties. 
 

Ashley Swearingin Corwin Harper 
Chair  Deputy Chair 
 

Endorsed by: 
 
California Partnership - Water Policy Working Group  
 
Raymond Watson, Co-Chair  Leroy Ornellas, Co-Chair 
Supervisor, Kern County  Supervisor, San Joaquin County 
 
 
Delta Counties  
 
 
Mary Nejedly Piepho Don Nottoli 
Supervisor, Contra Costa County  Supervisor, Sacramento County 
 
Ken Vogel Michael J. Reagan 
Supervisor, San Joaquin County  Supervisor, Solano County 
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JOINT DCC-Partnership Project List
8-28-2012

INTEGRATION
Joint DCC - 
Partnership 
Project
List - 
8-28-2012

PROJECT # PROJECT TITLE PROJECT READY, 
NEEDS FEASIBILITY, 
FINAL DESIGN or is an 
IMPORTANT POLICY 
PRECEDENT

Ground-
water
Recharge

Flood
Manage-
ment

Water
Quality

Environ-
mental
Restor-
ation

Water
Supply

ENVIRON-
MENTAL 
RESTORA-
TION

EN #1 Level 2 Refuge Water Supply 
Diversification Demonstration Project - 
Merced County

Needs Feasibility x x

EN #2 Pilot Fish Screen at Clifton Court 
Forebay - San Joaquin County

Needs Final Design x x

EN #3 Suisuin Marsh Restoration - Solano 
County

PROJECT READY x x x

EN #4 Testing and Improving Invasive 
Species Control - Aquatic Vegetation

PROJECT READY x x x x

FLOOD 
CONTROL

FC #1 Lake Isabella Dam Repairs - Kern 
County

Needs Final Design x x x

FC #2 Lower San Joaquin By-pass Feasibility 
Study - Paradise Cut - San Joaquin 
County

Needs Feasibility x x

FC #3 Delta Levee Improvements - 
Emergency
P d

Needs Feasibility x x

Strategic Levee System and Through-
Delta Conveyance - Delta Vision 
Foundation

x x x x

GROUND-
WATER 
RECHARGE

GR #1 Madera Irrigation District Water 
Supply Enhancement Project - Madera 
County

PROJECT READY x x x x

GR #2 Semi-Tropic Water Storage District 
Water Banking Projects (Semi-Tropic 
Rosamond & Semi-Tropic Pond-Poso) - 
Kern County

PROJECT READY x x x x x

GR #3 Mokelumne River Water Storage and 
Conjunctive Use Project - Feasibility 
Study - San Joaquin County

Recharge Projects - 
Ready, Duck Creek

Reservoir - Feasibility

x x x x x

GR# 4 McMullin Recharge UKBWA - Fresno 
County

PROJECT READY x x x x x

WATER 
QUALITY

WQ #1 North Valley Regional Recycled Water 
Reconnaisance Study Project - 
Stanislaus County

Needs Feasibility for 
Reconnaisance Study

x x x

WQ #2 San Joaquin River Salinity 
Management Program - Grassland By-
pass - Fresno and Merced Counties

Needs Final Design x x
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JOINT DCC-Partnership Project List
8-28-2012

INTEGRATION
Joint DCC - 
Partnership 
Project
List - 
8-28-2012

PROJECT # PROJECT TITLE PROJECT READY, 
NEEDS FEASIBILITY, 
FINAL DESIGN or is an 
IMPORTANT POLICY 
PRECEDENT

Ground-
water
Recharge

Flood
Manage-
ment

Water
Quality

Environ-
mental
Restor-
ation

Water
Supply

WQ #3 Water Quality and Water Level 
Barriers in Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta - San Joaquin County

Needs Final Design x x x

WS #1 Temperance Flat - Fresno County Important Policy 
Precedent

x x x x x

WS #2A Patterson Irrigation District Fish 
Screen Intake and Pipeline Project - 
Stanislaus County

PROJECT READY x x x x x

WS #2B West Stanislaus Pipeline and Fish 
Screen Project - Stanislaus County

PROJECT READY x x x x x

WS #2C Banta-Carbona Irrigation District 
Pumping Plant and Pipeline Project - 
San Joaquin County

Needs Final Design x x x x

WATER 
SUPPLY

WS#3 Friant-Kern Canal Reverse Flow 
Feasibility Study - San Joaquin River 
Restoration - Kern County

Needs Final Design x x x x

WS #4 Water Conservation - Water Use 
Efficiency - Sacramento, Solano, 
Contra Costa, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, 
Madera, Merced, Fresno, Tulare, 
Kings, Kern, Sacramento, Solano, and 
Contra Costa Counties

Important Policy 
Precedent

WS #5 Friant-Kern and Madera Canals 
Capacity Correction - Madera, Fresno, 
Tulare and Kern Counties - Green 
pending assurances stated in Project 
Description

PROJECT READY x x x
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September 21, 2012 
 
Board of Directors 
California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley 
 
Dear Fellow Board Members: 
 
We are bringing before you today a product of many months of work and negotiations among a 
group of people that are dedicated to finding common ground in the often controversial business of 
water. The work is part process and part technical on how water works and can be managed better 
for our collective constituencies. We want to convey to you the importance of both, but especially 
communicate to you our desire that you continue the process and relationships. The “coming 
together” process is of utmost importance. It creates a more lasting dynamic because technical 
matters and the resulting decisions for projects that manage water will need constant weeding and 
feeding to adapt to the future changing conditions in California. Only relationships, effective 
leadership and constructive dialog will make implementation a reality.  
 
The recent work can be summarized as follows. Members of the Partnership and representatives of  
the  County Boards of Supervisors in the San Joaquin Valley and the Delta Counties Coalition met 
several times to discuss the potential for finding common ground on water issues. The common 
resource we share is the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. The common County we share is San 
Joaquin County and San Joaquin County covers a majority of the Delta. After initially hearing 
about, and from, one another, the work outlined was to establish how to advance the activities that 
would assist with improving water management for all the representatives without harming any. 
That resulted in a process that is described in two Resolutions that are attached for your review.  
The first, labeled “Joint Resolution A” describes the process adopted by the combined water work 
group. The second joint effort, “Resolution B”, is the result of the work of the process outlined in 
“A”. “B” is a compilation of water management projects that met the criteria outlined in “A”. A 
technical team made up of the designated representatives of the Delta Counties and Partnership then 
developed a list of projects associated with “B”. We are now prepared, along with a number of other 
Partnership Board members, representatives of the Delta Counties and our technical staff, to ask you 
to advance the results outlined in “B”.  The sum of this work is incorporated in a third over-arching 
“main Resolution” drafted for your consideration today. The third Resolution includes formal 
adoption of the “A” and “B” Resolutions making them part and parcel of the main Resolution and 
also authorizes and formalizes the ongoing effort on behalf of the Partnership. The ongoing effort 
you are adopting includes continuing the “A” process and development of ongoing “B” Resolution 
projects that are vetted through the process. It also commissions the joint organization to establish a 
clear outreach and implementation strategy that insures the counties and project sponsors have the 
opportunity to approve the process and projects. 
 
The project list attached to “B” amounts to a potential long-term investment of between 6 to 8 
billion dollars. Some listed projects are ready right now but others will take many years to develop, 
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nonetheless they all have significant value in meeting our joint goals. The concept embodied in the 
technical effort and proposed Partnership Resolutions are that the project list needs to be forwarded 
to all the responsible agencies and authorities with the intent to further sort and prioritize the 
activities that have the best potential return on investment. Projects that are ready to go need to be 
advanced as soon as possible and projects needing feasibility analysis need that done so as to 
prepare them for the possible next step. Finally, some projects enjoy support because they have 
tremendous potential but are of a scope, size or complexity that they carry significant policy issues 
or costs and need resolution of those issues to go forward. They deserve that attention and we 
should demand it. 
 
REQUESTED ACTION 
By adopting the enclosed Resolutions you are accomplishing two things. The first and foremost is 
leveraging the collective efforts of both the Valley and Delta Counties. The force of such a decision 
has tremendous potential to attain the intended results; implement water management activities that 
are of benefit to all the parties involved at an accelerated pace. The second result is the precedent 
that gets established can be used to continue to advance activities that have value to not only the 
partners but potentially the State as a whole. We also need to point out that the projects proposed in 
today’s Resolutions are representative and have carefully crafted interrelationships. They meet the 
“integration” concepts embodied in the Partnership’s previously adopted water management 
“framework”.  Not every County or area has a project but the collective impact will still help all of 
us. 
 
We urge the Partnership board to enact the proposed resolutions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Ray Watson 
Kern County Supervisor, District 4, 
Partnership Board Member, 
Water Quality, Supply & Reliability 
Work Group Co-Convener 

Leroy Ornellas 
San Joaquin County Supervisor, District 5, 
Water Quality, Supply & Reliability 
Work Group Co-Convener 
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5010 N Woodrow Ave. 
2nd Floor, M/S WC 142 
Fresno, California 93740 

559.294.6021 T 
559.294.6024 F 
 
www.sjvpartnership.org 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CALIFORNIA PARTNERSHIP FOR THE SAN 
JOAQUIN VALLEY IN SUPPORT OF THE PARTNERSHIP ENGAGEMENT 
AND RESULTS FROM THE DELTA COUNTIES COALITION/PARTNESHIP 
JOINT WATER WORK GROUP  
 
1. WHEREAS the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley ("Partnership") was 
established by Executive Order S-22-06 to focus attention on one of the most vital, yet challenged 
regions of the State and implement changes that would improve the economic well-being of the 
Valley and the quality of life of its residents. The Partnership has crafted a Strategic Action 
Proposal that will achieve those goals and water issues are a keystone element of that Proposal; 
and   
 
2.  WHEREAS the growing population and expanding economy of the San Joaquin Valley 
require an adequate water supply of sufficient quality that is reliable for all sectors, including the 
environment. Current water supplies may be vulnerable to sudden disruption and reoccurring 
droughts. Over decades groundwater supplies have been drawn down faster than they have been 
replenished; and current infrastructure is insufficient to address water storage and water supply 
needs anticipated under current and future demand patterns while also protecting the fragile 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta ecosystem. Each of these challenges must be addressed; and  
 
3.  WHEREAS the Strategic Action Proposal’s recommendations for Water Quality, 
Supply and Reliability focus on; a) developing an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan 
for the San Joaquin Valley that incorporates inter-regional cooperation between the San Joaquin 
and Tulare hydrologic regions; b) incorporating major levee enhancements in the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta and San Joaquin Valley to safeguard and enhance regional water quality and water 
supply as well as provide for flood control; c) augmenting surface water and groundwater 
banking programs and recycled water projects; d) improving water quality and expanding inland 
saline water management; e) expanding environmental restoration and conservation strategies; 
and f) expanding agricultural and urban water use and energy efficiency programs;  
 
4.  WHEREAS implementation of the Water Supply, Quality and Reliability 
recommendations require development of cooperative processes as well as specific actions to 
meet the goals of the Partnership; and  
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5.  WHEREAS the Partnership has previously adopted a Resolution that establishes 
principles and charges the Partnership Water Policy Working Group to develop a cooperative 
process and proposed specific actions in conjunction with the Delta Counties Coalition; and 
 
6.  WHEREAS the process and actions of the joint effort of the Partnership and Delta 
Counties Coalition are embodied in two inclusive, subordinate Resolutions labeled as “Joint 
Resolutions A and B” that are proposed as part and parcel of this Resolution; and  
 
7.  WHEREAS the combined effort has developed a successful template for ongoing efforts 
to meets the needs of the water element of the Partnership Strategic Action Proposal.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the California 
Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley unanimously supports and adopts the efforts of the joint 
Delta Counties and Partnership Water Work Group including;  
 
a) The process embodied in the inclusive and attached “Resolution A” adopted by the combined 

Delta Counties and Partnership Water Work Group.  
b) A process that seeks ongoing affirmation of the projects by the participating Counties and 

project sponsors of interest. 
c) Advancing the list of “representative and integrated” projects recommended in the inclusive 

and attached “Resolution B” adopted by the joint Delta Counties Coalition and Partnership 
Water Work Group; and  

 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Board commends and authorizes the efforts of the joint 
Delta Counties Coalition and Partnership Water Work Group to continue under the agreed upon 
process as long as the effort is beneficial to all the parties; and   
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the products and projects from this effort will be 
expeditiously submitted and championed by the Partnership to all the agencies and authorities 
that have the duty and resources to implement these efforts.  
  
PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this September 21, 2012, by the Board of Directors.  
 
 
 
 
    
Chair  Deputy Chair  
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