
 

 

 

Board of Directors Meeting      

 

Friday, December 9, 2016 Meeting Contact 

10am-3pm Mike Dozier, Executive Director 

 559-278-0727 

Manteca Transit Center  

Community Room Office of Community & Economic Development 

220 Moffat Boulevard 550 E. Shaw Ave., Suite 230 

Manteca, CA 95336 Fresno, CA  93710 

 

AGENDA | December 9, 2016 

Item   

I.  Convene Meeting, Introductory Remarks Secretary Karen Ross 

II.  Recognition of Our Sponsors 

 City of Manteca 

 David Nelson, AG Spanos 

 Dan Leavitt, San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority 

 Andrew Chesley, San Joaquin Council of Governments 

Mike Dozier 

III.  Board Vote for New Chairman for January 1, 2017 Secretary Ross 

IV.  Public and Board Comment 

(non-agenda items only) 

Board and Public 

V.  Consent Calendar Mike Dozier 

  Minutes  

  2016 Partnership Annual Report  

VI.  New Digital FPPC Form 700 Instructions Emily Pasquarelli 

VII.  Proposal Summary for Partnership to Assist Disadvantaged 

Communities in Drinking Water Issue 

Sarge Green 

Secretary Ross 

VIII.  SED – Substitute Environmental Document  Supervisor Vito Chiesa 

IX.  Health Priority Update Andrew Mendoza 

X.  California’s Earned Income Tax Credit (CalEITC) Program 

 Jason Montiel, CA Franchise Tax Board 

 Manuel Romero, Central California Legal Services 

Jim Suennen 

XI.  Lunch  

XII.  State Transportation Funding Ted Smalley 

Andrew Chesley 



 

AGENDA | December 9, 2016 

XIII.  Ag Tech Program – SJV Regional Broadband Consortium Eduardo Gonzalez 

XIV.  Greenhouse Gas Reduction Funding update Jenna Chilingerian 

XV.  Amtrak San Joaquins – Panel Discussion  

 Supervisor Vito Chiesa-  SJJPA Board Member 

 Dan Leavitt- Manager of Regional Initiatives (SJJPA and ACE) 

 Virginia Madueño- President, IMAGEN, LLC 

 David Lipari- Marketing & Outreach Coordinator, SJJPA 

Dan Leavitt 

XVI.  Presentation of Award Secretary Ross 

XVII.    Public and Board Comment Board and Public 

XVIII.  Adjourn  

 



 

  ADMINISTERED BY   

DEC 2016 

 

 

2017-2018* Partnership Board of Directors Meeting Schedule 

  

 2017  

 DATE COUNTY  

 March 17 Madera  

 June 16 Kings  

 September 15 Kern  

 December 8 Stanislaus  

    

 2018  

 DATE COUNTY  

 March 16 Merced  

 June 15 Tulare  

 September 21 Fresno  

 December 7 San Joaquin  

    

*Meeting schedule is tentative 

  

  

  

Meeting Scheduling  

 

 Meetings are typically scheduled on a quarterly basis on the third Friday of the month. The 

exception is December which is scheduled for the first week of that month. 

 

 Meetings are typically scheduled from 10am to 3pm 
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Meeting of the Board of Directors    DRAFT 

 

Friday, June 17, 2016, 10am – 3pm 

 

Tulare County Ag Commissioner’s Building 

4437 S. Laspina 

Tulare, CA  93724 

 

1.   Convene Meeting – Introductory Remarks       

 

The second quarter 2016 meeting of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley was 

called to order by Deputy Chair Luisa Medina at 10:13am. Introductions were made around the 

board table and from the speakers, staff and community guests in the room. 

Board members present were: James Aleru, Lynne Ashbeck, Steve Bestolarides, Elaine Craig, 

Randy Dodd, Bryn Forhan, Frank Gallegos, Mike Gallo, Andrew Genasci, Pat Gordon, Genoveva 

Islas, Carlton Jones, Dorothy Leland, Luisa Medina, Andrew Mendoza, Suzi Picaso, Mary Renner, 

Luis Santana and Ted Smalley. 

Board Deputies present were Sharri Bender Ehlert from California Department of Transportation, 

Jim Houston from California Department of Food and Agriculture and Sonya Logman of 

California Business, Consumer Services and Housing Agency. 

Partnership Board Advisory members present were Glenda Humiston, UC Division of Agriculture 

and Natural Resources, and Robert Tse, State Broadband Coordinator for USDA CA Rural 

Development 

2. Recognition of Sponsors and Dignitaries - Welcome      

The board recognized and thanked the meeting sponsors which were the County of Tulare, 

Tulare County Economic Development Corporation and Tulare County Association of 

Governments (TCAG). 

 

The Partnership board and guests were welcomed to Tulare County by board member Ted 

Smalley from TCAG, Craig Vejvoda, Chair of the Tulare County EDC and board member Carlton 

Jones from the Tulare City Council.    



3. Resolution Adoption        

At the recommendation of board member DeeDee D’Adamo, a resolution has been drafted to 

recognize Ron Addington on his recent retirement for his work with the Partnership. Ismael 

Herrera from the Office of Community and Economic Development (OCED), secretariat to the 

Partnership, read the resolution to the board and proposed its adoption. Bryn Forhan formally 

moved to adopt the resolution.  Lynne Ashbeck seconded and the motion was approved. The 

resolution to commend Ron Addington was adopted. 

 

4. Public and Board Comment       

Board advisory member Glenda Humiston discussed collaboration among the USDA, UC’s and 

county based organizations. 

 

Deputy Chair Medina directed the board to the sponsorship flier at each board member’s seat at 

the table. The Partnership’s 10-year celebratory event is scheduled for October 5, 2016. The 

board was encouraged to work with staff to help identify and recruit sponsorship for the event. 

 

5. Consent Calendar      

Ismael Herrera presented the consent calendar, including the last meeting minutes, updates on 

the Partnership strategic efforts and work group reports. Lynne Ashbeck moved to accept the 

consent calendar as published.  Elaine Craig seconded and the motion was approved. 

 

6. Partnership Strategic Effort:  Water         

Sarge Green delivered a brief synopsis of his report to the board before introducing the first of 

three panels to speak about the Partnership’s strategic effort on Water.  

 

The first part of the presentation was the Bureau Basin Study presented by Arlan Nickel and 

Mike Tansey from the US Bureau of Reclamation in Sacramento. The purpose of the Basin Study 

Program is to work with the state and local partners in 17 Western States to evaluate future 

water supply and demand imbalances in a changing climate.  The basin studies include 

assessments of the risks and impacts of climate change on water resources and development of 

adaptation strategies to address impacts to water supplies and demands. 

 

The study incorporates the entire watersheds of the Sacramento, San Joaquin and Tulare Lake 

Basins and also includes portions of the Klamath-Trinity River watersheds. The reclamation’s 

cost-share partners include the California Department of Water Resources, the Stockton East 

Water District, the Partnership, the El Dorado County Water Agency and the Madera County 



Resources Agency.  Major stakeholders are the Friant Water Authority, Mountain Counties Water 

Resources Agency, Northern California Water Association, State Water Contractors and San Luis 

and Delta-Mendota Water Authority.  The presentation on this study can be found on the 

Partnership website at www.sjvpartnership.org. 

 

A panel presentation on Disadvantaged Communities (DAC) drinking water was made by Paul 

Boyer of Self Help Enterprises which works with low-income families to build and sustain healthy 

homes and communities. Self-Help Enterprises has assisted over 150 communities and is 

currently working with over 70 communities with water issues in an 8 county area with water 

that is contaminated by arsenic, nitrates and uranium among other substances, and in 

communities with dry wells. Mr. Boyer reported on the temporary household tank program and 

loans to drill deeper wells. The full presentation can be found on the Partnership website at 

www.sjvpartnership.org. 

 

James Maughn, Assistant Deputy Director of the State Water Board’s Division of Financial 

Assistance presented about drinking water funding, the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 

(DWSRF) and Prop 1, The Prop 1 Groundwater Grant Program, Cleanup and Abatement Account 

(CAA) and Technical Assistance. Mr. Maughn’s presentation can be found on the Partnership 

website at www.sjvpartnership.org. 

 

Dane Mathis from the California Department of Water Resources and Boykin Witherspoon, 

California State University Water Resources Policy Initiative, also presented on the DAC drinking 

water issue and the Prop 1 funding of Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM). This 

presentation can be found on the Partnership website at www.sjvpartnership.org. 

 

The third part of the Water panel was a presentation on the Integrated Regional Water 

Management Plan in the Valley from Sarge Green of the Fresno State California Water Institute. 

The IRWM was adopted by the Partnership in 2009 as a strategy to improve water conditions in 

the Valley. The water work group included leadership from San Joaquin and Kern Counties and 

chose the operating principle of working on the activities agreed upon.  It resulted in a report 

prepared by the California Water Institute and IRWM recommended to improve water 

conditions. Federal legislation offered support in order to develop a Valley-wade plan. Sarge 

Green’s presentation to the board can be found on the Partnership website at 

www.sjvpartnership.org. 

 

After discussion, Lynne Ashbeck made the motion which was seconded by Andrew Genasci and 

passed by the board that recommendations be brought to the December meeting which would 

determine just how the Partnership can collaborate with Integrated Regional Water 



Management Plans in the region to identify water projects from disadvantaged communities in 

the San Joaquin Valley for the purposes of Proposition 1 funding.  

 

7. LUNCH   

 

8. Community Choice Energy for the San Joaquin Valley 

Woody Hastings, Renewable Energy Implementation Manager for Clean Power Exchange, made 

a presentation on Community Choice Energy for the San Joaquin Valley. Community Choice is a 

local, not-for-profit public agency which buys and generates electricity for residential and 

business customers. This organization promotes local control and brings more jobs to the 

community. Mr. Hastings encourages board members to host a workshop and consider the 

program for their communities. His presentation can be found on the Partnership website at 

www.svjpartnership.org.  

 

The Board directed Secretariat staff to follow up with Woody Hastings of Clean Power Exchange 

to evaluate the feasibility of a community choice project in the San Joaquin Valley. 

 

9. Highway 99 Funding  

Board member Ted Smalley, Executive Director of the Tulare County Association of 

Governments, made a presentation on Highway 99 funding. Mr. Smalley gave a brief history of 

the transportation projects since Proposition 1B was approved by the voters in 2006 bringing 

$19.9 billion in total, including $1 billion for State Route (SR)-99 and $250 million for the 

Highway-Railroad Crossing Safety Account. 

 

In 10 years, the SR-99 projects were delivered. More railroad grade separation projects were 

delivered in the San Joaquin Valley than any other region. However, in June the California 

Transportation Commission (CTC) had to cut more than $700 million from the State 

Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  The San Joaquin Valley projects deleted include 

Fresno SR-41, Kern SR-14, Madera SR-99 and Merced SR-152. This presentation can be found 

online at the Partnership website www.sjvpartnershp.org. 

 

The Partnership can help the next steps by encouraging that a solution/compromise can be 

implemented – anything that encourages the legislature. If the money is available, Caltrans can 

deliver. The Valley is ready, but we need some encouragement to the state to get it done.  

 

Discussion from the board included input about the STIP program’s history of being funded by a 

gas tax. In 2010 when gas prices were very high it was changed and projects that were 



completely funded by the per gallon gas tax were pulled. There needs to be a new model to 

collect revenues for the state highways.  

 

The board directed Secretariat staff to draft a letter to Governor Brown requesting that a 

representative of the San Joaquin Valley be appointed to the California Transportation 

Commission. Currently there is no representative from the region serving on the CTC. 

 

10. Central Valley Health Information Exchange:  Improving the Health of Our Valley   

This item was removed from the agenda. 

 

11. Least Conflict Solar Development Project 

Robert Tse from the United States Department of Agriculture California (USDA CA) Rural 

Development and Dustin Pearce of the Conservation Biology Institute presented information on 

the Lease Conflict Solar Development project which is a Geographic Information System (GIS) 

web-based electronic map that identifies renewable energy sources.  

 

The study resulted in a snapshot of least conflict lands in the San Joaquin Valley for solar 

photovoltaic (PV) systems. Next steps include a dialogue around the identification of least 

conflict lands, mapping reflecting changing conditions and increased knowledge surrounding 

solar PV development. Mr. Tse believes that additional discussions and conversations are 

needed, but this report can serve as a guide and a foundation for future work. 

 

The significance of the project includes the accessibility of the platform and spatial data for all 

users; public, stakeholder groups and local government. The functionality and ability to overlay 

data layers in real time and to move from a regional to a local perspective is also relevant. The 

current data can be easily updated and the platform can be expanded for other groups, 

geographies and other questions. 

 

Mr. Tse stated that it is a convenient tool for accurate mapping that’s fast and doesn’t cost 

anything. The full presentation can be found online at the Partnership website 

www.sjvpartnership.org. 

 

12. Public and Board Comment   

Robert Tse announced the upcoming agricultural hackathon. The California Statewide “Apps for 

Ag” competition will be a 48-hour Ag Tech coding contest on July 15 through July 17, 2016 in 

Davis and Sacramento.  This hackathon is sponsored by the University of California Agriculture 

and Natural Resources and the California State Fair and invites web developers, designers, 



entrepreneurs and students to collaborate and innovate to help solve the challenges in 

agriculture today.  Mr. Tse reminded the board that it was through the Partnership that the first 

hackathon was launched. 

 

Board member Lynne Ashbeck suggested that the board rethink the meeting schedule and 

agenda and was concerned that there were too few people in attendance to hear the final 

presentation at the meeting. 

 

13. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:38pm by Deputy Chair Medina. 

  



HEALTH 

PARTNERSHIP ROLE SUPPORT; Lead- Cultiva La Salud - Public Health Institute 

STAFF Mike Dozier, Karmjot Grewal 

BOARD Mary Renner, Central Valley Health Network 

Randy Dodd, Adventist Health 

Lynne Ashbeck, Community Medical Centers 

Andrew Mendoza, Kaiser Permanente Central Valley Area 

Introduction 

The California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley’s (Partnership) vision seeks “a prosperous 

economy, quality environment, and social and health equity throughout the San Joaquin Valley.”  

Without question this vision cannot be achieved without a healthy and productive population.   

Health permeates all aspects of our ability to be prosperous and requires that we exam 

opportunities to foster good health and ensure appropriate access to health care services within 

the region.   

“Health,” while a seemingly simple idea, is complex and represents the convergence of a number 

of factors, ranging from personal well-being, prevention, chronic disease management, and 

access to health care to adequate housing, safe neighborhoods, and clean drinking water. As a 

region, the Valley ranks near the bottom of nearly every health measure 

(www.countyhealthrankings.org ). The Partnership is in a unique position to more clearly and 

collectively advocate for policies and initiatives that can influence the health of our Valley 

residents, particularly those who experience the greatest degree of health disparities. 

Background 

The San Joaquin Valley benefits when everyone has the opportunity to live a long, healthy, and 

productive life, yet health disparities persist. By definition, a health disparity is a difference in 

health outcomes across subgroups of the population, often linked to social, economic, or 

environmental disadvantages (e.g., less access to good jobs, unsafe neighborhoods, and lack of 

affordable transportation options). Health disparities affect groups of people who have 

systematically experienced greater challenges to health on the basis of their race, religion, 

socioeconomic status, gender, age, mental health, physical disability, sexual orientation, 

geographic location or other characteristics linked to discrimination or exclusion.  Investments 

and interventions that promote health equity can counter the trend of disparities in health; 

however, the most promising interventions require coordination beyond our health care 



systems…or “upstream” of our traditional health care systems…across sectors such as land use 

planning, education, business, transportation, economic development and more.  

The Valley is burdened by some of the most significant health disparities in our state and nation.  

Poor health outcomes are propagated by social determinants or community characteristics that 

inhibit good health.  In the case of the Valley where many community members live in poverty, 

residents struggle with affording nutritious foods which are often more expensive than high 

calorie processed items. Many Valley residents live in impoverished communities, which often 

lack amenities such as sidewalks, bike lanes and parks that support active lifestyles. The 

concentration of poverty also affects the quality of public schools, access to quality health care 

and increases risks of exposure to environmental hazards.  These conspiring factors profoundly 

influence the current health of our population and compromise the future health of our children. 

As the health burdens on community residents are worse, they are likely to live substantially 

shorter lives.  Without question we must work across sectors in order to foster better health 

outcomes in the San Joaquin Valley.   

While we work to keep our population healthy, we cannot overlook or neglect the tremendous 

need to treat and care for those residents in our region who are currently struggling with health 

issues and chronic illnesses.  Our efforts to advance health equity must encompass actions to 

ensure all residents have health insurance and access to high quality, affordable health care.   

The Question 

What roles should the Partnership take to help facilitate achieving improved health outcomes 

and greater health equity among residents of the San Joaquin Valley?  

Partnership Involvement 

The Partnership can play a great role in connecting resources, fostering collaboration and 

advocating for policy, system and environmental changes region-wide that promote health and 

improve access to healthcare.  Educating and information local decision makers on a Health in 

All Policies approach would be advantageous in both supporting public health efforts and 

connecting other vital sectors such as education, business and government to also advancing 

greater health equity.   

1. Is the priority compatible with the Partnership’s Mission to “Connect, Collaborate and

Advocate”?



Prioritizing the health of residents and advancing health equity in the San Joaquin Valley is 

fundamentally compatible with the Partnership’s Mission.   

2. What is the appropriate level Partnership engagement?  Should it lead, partner or support

the priority?

The Partnership has an opportunity to support health in the region as a leader, partner and 

advocate.   

3. Who else is working on or interested in the priority?

The San Joaquin Valley Public Health Consortium is a forum for County Public Health 

Directors, Health Officers, and invited members to explore and exchange ideas and 

information and to develop strategies for addressing pressing public health issues faced by 

the counties and the region. The Consortium engages in strategic planning, training, action 

oriented policy development and research to improve the quality and responsiveness of 

public health programs in the Central California region. The vision of the Consortium is to 

achieve health equity for all residents in the San Joaquin Valley and the mission is to provide 

leadership for a regional health agenda that addresses the social determinants of health in 

the San Joaquin Valley. 

Similar health care consortiums are San Joaquin Community Health Forum. Stanislaus 

County Homeless Task Force, Fresno County Health Improvement Partnership (FCHIP)  

4. What will the Partnership actually do?

The Partnership can convene relevant stakeholders for greater coordination across sectors 

within the region; foster strategic planning within the region, increase understanding and 

application of the health in all policies approach among decision makers. 

5. What resources, financial and administrative, are necessary to implement the Partnership’s

chosen level of engagement?

Continue to identify and drawdown grant resources to support efforts to promote health

and health equity region wide.

6. Who will be responsible for implementation, both from a standpoint of oversight and

administration?



As the Secretariat of the Partnership, the Office of Community and Economic Development 

at Fresno State (OCED) will provide administrative duties and responsibilities in carrying out 

the tasks of this objective. OCED in coordination with the assistance of the Health Care 

Cluster grant funding to help pay for this administrative work, as well as provide funds for 

previously mentioned projects. 

7. What are the most appropriate measurements of the Partnership’s impact, progress or

success?

 Number of facilitated sessions or trainings on health in all policies between decision

makers and public health professionals.

 Number of communications or training on best practices for local city and county

officials on smart and equitable growth.  Including advocacy on investments for

underserved and disadvantage places related to active transportation and parks.

 Number of communications, publications or training on best practices for local

unincorporated communities, city or county officials on increasing access to potable

water.

 Number of communications, publications or training on best practices in the region on

promoting clean air.

 Number of communications, publications or training on best practices for local

unincorporated communities, city or county officials on incentivizing health food retail

and business promoting fitness and physical activity. Increase information related to dis-

incentivizing unhealthy food retail.

 Increased collaborations to support workforce development and funding for public

health.

 Increased collaborations to support an increase in the number of residents who have

health insurance and access to health care.

Priorities 

1. Adopt a health in all policies approach in regional and local decision-making. It is imperative

to consider the health impacts of proposed actions on vulnerable populations in order not



to further inequity.  Conversely priority of investments and interventions should be targeted 

to ameliorate the documented health disparities that exist within the region. 

2. Adopt land use policies that reflect an emphasis on smart and equitable growth.  This should

include considerations about equitable investments to support walking, biking and

recreation through adequate park space.

3. Ensure that all communities, including those that are unincorporated, have access to safe

drinking water.

4. Support the alignment of policies to ensure clean air. Focus increased attention on enforcing

existing air quality standards and on helping individuals and communities understand and

mitigate environmental risks.

5. Incentivize retail, public places (e.g., community centers, public library and sports complexes)

and school environments that increase access to healthy foods and support fitness and

active lifestyles.

6. Support and increase the capacity of our public health and health care workforce to identify

and address disparities.

7. Support and increase enrollment in health insurance.

8. Support and align initiatives intended to improve health and reduce the incidence of chronic

disease among Valley residents.
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